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A [etter from the President

Over the past five years, I have had the privilege of meeting many of the remarkable
individuals honored in the Alabama African American History Calendar or family
members and close friends who shared rich and powerful stories about the honorees.
Each story is different, but in each case, these remarkable men, women and children
found the courage and dedication to make a difference. I am very pleased that, for the fifth
year, AT&T is presenting this inspirational calendar to the children of Alabama, children

who will someday be recognized for their own amazing achievements and become role
models for future generations.

Fred McCallum
At AT&T, we believe in the importance of education and the power of individuals to President
rethink possibilities and seize opportunities to create a more promising future. Through AT&T Alabama

AT&T’s Aspire program, we have committed to investing $350 million in education to
help improve high school graduation rates, with the ultimate goal of reaching a national
graduation rate of 90 percent by 2020. Additionally, in February 2014, we announced a
$100 million, three-year commitment to provide middle school and high school students
in Title 1 schools free Internet connectivity for educational devices. This service will
enable students to utilize tablets and other mobile devices for educational purposes that

support learning in new and more effective ways.

A special thanks to all of our partners for their contributions and commitment to making
the History Calendar a resource that encourages and inspires all of us.

Stea Mtist

www.alafricanamerican.com
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Zora Neale Hurston

THE POWER OF WORDS

January

ZOI‘a Neale HI.II‘StOI'l was born on January 7,1891, in Notasulga, Alabama. Hurston became
one of the most successful and acclaimed African American female writers of the 20th century. Over a career
that spanned more than 30 years, she published four novels, two books of folklore, an autobiography, numerous
short stories, essays, articles, and plays.

Hurston moved with her family to Eatonville, Florida when she was still a toddler. Established in 1887, the rural
community near Orlando was the nation's first incorporated black township. In Eatonville, Hurston was never
made to feel inferior, and she could see the evidence of black achievement all around her. She could look to town
hall and see African American men, including her father, John Hurston, formulating the laws that governed
Eatonville. She could look to the Sunday schools of the town's two churches and see African American women,
including her mother, Lucy Potts Hurston, directing the Christian curricula. She could look to the porch of the
village store and see men and women sharing their worlds in the form of colorful, engaging stories.

Hurston had a fiery intellect, an infectious sense of humor, and "the gift," as one friend put it, 'of walking into
hearts" Hurston used these talents, and dozens more, to elbow her way into the Harlem Renaissance of the
1920s, befriending such luminaries as poet Langston Hughes and popular singer/actress Ethel Waters.

Hurston graduated from Barnard College in 1928 with a degree in anthropology. By 1935, she had published
several short stories and articles, as well as a novel (Jonah's Gourd Vine) and a well-received collection of black
Southern folklore (Mules and Men). But the late 1930s and early '40s marked the real zenith of her career. She
published her masterwork, Their Eyes Were Watching God, in 1937; Tell My Horse, her study of Caribbean
Voodoo practices, in 1938; and another masterful novel, Moses, Man of the Mountain, in 1939. When her
autobiography, Dust Tracks on a Road, was published in 1942, Hurston finally received the well-earned acclaim
that had long eluded her. That year, she was profiled in Who's Who in America, Current Biography, and
Twentieth Century Authors She went on to publish another novel, Seraph on the Suwanee, in 1948.

Despite her success, Hurston never received the financial rewards she deserved, consequently when she died
from a stroke on January 28, 1960, her neighbors in Fort Pierce, Florida, had to take up a collection for her
funeral. The collection didn't yield enough to pay for a headstone, so Hurston was buried in a grave that
remained unmarked.

In the summer of 1973, a young writer named Alice Walker traveled to Fort Pierce to place a marker on the grave
of the author who had so inspired her own work. At the end of a dead end street, Walker found the Garden of
Heavenly Rest, a segregated cemetery, abandoned and overgrown with yellow-flowered weeds. Walker bravely
entered the snake-infested cemetery where Hurston's remains had been laid to rest. Wading through waist-high
weeds, she soon stumbled upon a sunken rectangular patch of ground that she determined to be Hurston's
grave. Borrowing from a Jean Toomer poem, she dressed the marker up with a fitting epitaph: "Zora Neale
Hurston: A Genius of the South."






N ey Webb-Chris burg

THE SMALLEST FREEDOM FIGHTER

February

Shey ann Webb~Chn'stburg was born on February 17,1956, in Selma, Alabama. A
voice for justice, equality, and self-achievement, Webb-Christburg is a humanitarian, civil rights activist,
mentor, and youth advocate. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. named her the “Smallest Freedom Fighter” She is
the co-author of Selma, Lord, Selma: Girlhood Memories of the Civil Rights Days. In 2000, the NAACP
Image Awards nominated Selma, Lord, Selma, the 1999 Disney TV Movie based on her book, for Best
Television Mini Series. The movie depicts her childhood experiences as one of the youngest activists during
the civil rights movemnent in 1960s Selma and her interactions with civil rights leaders.

At age eight, Webb-Christburg would sneak out of her house to attend meetings and often led the
congregation in singing freedom songs. She was the youngest participant to take part in the historic
first-attempted march from Selma to Montgomery known as “Bloody Sunday”

Webb-Christburg attended a segregated public school in Dallas County, Alabama until junior high when she
became one of the first African Americans to integrate an all-white school. Her junior high years were among
her most horrific. She was pushed down stairs, called bad names, suspended from school, and spat on, while
school administrators took no action.

Because of Webb-Christburg’s numerous encounters with racism and poverty, she has dedicated her life to
assisting American youth in building self-esteem and confidence, overcoming adversity, and finding real
purpose in their lives. Her commitment to these goals began in 1980 when she founded KEEP Productions
Youth Development Mentoring and Modeling Program. This program is designed for youth ages two
through eighteen to enhance their personal growth and develop leadership skills and individual talents. She
has helped many youth gain the confidence to break out of non-productive patterns and reach for success.
She also works with adult models ages 19 and up.

Webb-Christburg speaks to various groups, organizations, and particularly youth across the country. She
serves as a beauty pageant, fashion, and wedding consultant. She has worked as Minuet and Waltz
Choreographer for Debutante Cotillions in Alabama and Georgia for over twenty-eight years.

Webb-Christburg has appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show, Good Morning America, The Tom Joyner
Mormning Show, and other major media Radio and T. V. Talk Shows. She is also featured in the PBS
documentary, “Eyes on the Prize”. She has received numerous civic and community service awards in the
State of Alabama and abroad. Webb-Christburg is a 1979 graduate of Tuskegee University.
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Sylvester Croom

A FIRST FOR THE SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE

March

Sylvester Cl‘OOlTl, JI‘. was born on September 25,1954 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, home of
the University of Alabama Crimson Tide. However, he made history when he led his football team onto
Scott Field welcomed by ringing cowbells and the thundering roar of 50,000 maroon and white Bulldog
fans yelling “Go Dogs!” In 2004 Croom accepted the head football coach’s position at Mississippi State
University becoming the first African American to be named head football coach in the Southeastern
Conference.

Croom attended Tuscaloosa High School where he was a star linebacker and tight end. After graduation, he
went to the University of Alabama where he earned three football varsity letters. He was the starting center
on the Crimson Tide’s 1973 national championship team, and in his senior year was named to the All-SEC
and Kodak All-American teams. He was also awarded the Jacobs Blocking Trophy as the best offensive

linemen in the conference.

Growing up in a family of schoolteachers, Croom was taught the value and importance of education. At age
20, he earned a bachelor’s degree in history with a minor in biology and went on to earn his master's degree
in educational administration. Unfortunately, in 1960s Alabama, segregation and racism were pervasive. To
escape the hatred, football became his sanctuary. His dream was to play for the University of Alabama, led
by the legendary coach Paul "Bear" Bryant. In 1971, his dream became reality and over the next 4 years, as in
the classroom, he excelled on the gridiron. In his senior year, he was named team captain and, because of his
dedication to the sport, the Alabama Athletic Department created the Sylvester Croom, Jr. Commitment to
Excellence Award in his honor.

After graduation, Croom played one season with the New Orleans Saints and then returned to the
University of Alabama to begin his coaching career. During the 11 years he coached at Alabama, the
Crimson Tide played in 10 bowl games and won back-to-back national championships in 1978 and 1979.In
1987, he moved from the collegiate level to the NFL and spent 17 years developing some of the greatest
players ever to play the game. He was the offensive coordinator with the Detroit Lions when Barry Sanders
became the third player in NFL history to rush for 2,000 yards in a season. In the entire history of the NFL,
only seven players have accomplished this feat

In 2003, Croom was a finalist for the head coaching position at the University of Alabama, his alma mater,
but the job was given to Mike Shula. The following year, Mississippi State University selected Croom for
their head football coach, making him the first African American to serve in that position in the
Southeastern Conference. In a little over three years, Croom turned around this much-beleaguered
program, producing MSU’s first winning season in 6 years. In 2007, MSU finished the year with a 7-5 record
and received a bowl bid. Croom was also named Southeastern Conference Coach of the Year in 2007. He
returned to the NFL in 2009 and is currently the running backs coach with the Tennessee Titans.






Dr. Herman Hodge Long president of the United Negro College Fund from
1970-1975, adopted the tagline "A mind is a terrible thing to waste", one of the most famous and apropos
mottos created for any institution. Dr. Long was a scholar, researcher, college administrator, and author of
several pioneering studies dealing with race relations. Research used in Long’s book "People vs. Property: Race
Restrictive Covenants in Housing', co-authored with Charles S. Johnson in 1947, was a pivotal component in
the movement that led to the US Supreme Court's decision to outlaw a state's ability to enforce racially
restrictive housing covenants. These neighborhood covenants were contractual agreements between
property owners that prohibited occupying, leasing, and selling a piece of property to a particular group of
people.

Long was born in Birmingham, Alabama in 1912. During his childhood, his family moved to Chicago, where
he grew up in the racially segregated Southside. He returned to Alabama in 1931 to attend Talladega College,
where he received a bachelor’s degree in psychology in 1935. He later earned a Ph.D. from the University of

N

Long’s journey toward becoming a leading researcher in sociology began when he went to Fisk University,
which was considered the leading center for training African Americans in the field of sociological research.
There, he worked with Dr. Charles S. Johnson, the most acclaimed African American sociologist in the
United States. Long went on to become the head of the university’s Race Relations Institute and produced
several pieces that were published nationally and referenced in many sociological texts.

Long was not shy about voicing his opinions and challenging the status quo. Dr. Vivian W. Henderson,
Long’s colleague at Fisk, wrote about Long’s impact upon race relations: “In spite of the fact that you are
stubborn as hell, you have been a tower of strength in this land. Your participation in race relations was
crucial in some of the most difficult times this nation faced.”

In 1964, Talladega College's Board of Trustees offered Dr. Long the prestigious position of president. He
served as president until his death on August 8, 1976 and was considered one of Talladega’s greatest leaders.
Long is credited for improving campus morale and securing funding from state and national organizations
for the institution.
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DI‘ . Juana.kee Adams was born in Detroit, Michigan on September 25. She received an
Advanced College Preparatory Diploma from John Carroll High School in Birmingham, Alabama and a
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Dillard University in New Orleans, Louisiana. She was the youngest person to
be granted early admission to Indiana University School of Optometry in Bloomington, Indiana. After
earning her Doctorate of Optometry, she returned to Alabama in 1981 and opened Adams Eye Care,
becoming the first African American female optometrist to practice in the state.

Adams’s passion for optometry is obvious. She believes that next to life itself, one of God's most precious gifts
is the gift of sight. Although she was faithful in doing her part to give back to the community that had given
her so much, she felt in her heart that she was chosen and called to do much more. This burning desire
created a vision to form a consortium of health care services for less fortunate Alabamians. In 2010, she
founded The Juanakee Adams Initiative for Excellent Eye Care and Optimum Health, fulfilling her dream to
create a total health and wellness program. Total health is created and achieved by a collaborative effort of all
health care specialties (optometry, ophthalmology, medical, dental, pharmacists) and principalities
(pharmaceutical representatives, nurses, opticians, church leaders, and congregants).

Adams built her practice, Adams Eye Care, with no advertising budget, relying on speaking engagements, a
column in the local newspaper, and networking. Her accomplishments and hard work ethics have allowed
her to serve in various capacities across the nation. She now helps young optometrists launch their careers by
serving as a mentor to guide them through the aspects of marketing and managing the business of a private
practice,

In 2003, she began making monthly mission trips with the Spirit of Luke Foundation to serve impoverished
counties in Alabama's Black Belt region, providing medical and vision care, food, and clothing to residents.
She has also traveled to Venezuela and Ghana on medical missionary trips.

Adams is a licensed and ordained minister and member of More Than Conquerors Faith Church. She is also
an inspirational speaker and life coach. She acknowledges that "unto whom much is given, much is required”,
therefore, she is always willing to help others, especially the less fortunate.

Adams is a member of various professional, civic, and social organizations such as The National Optometric
Association, The American Optometric Association, Alabama Optometric Association, and Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. She currently serves on the board of directors of Kid One, a non-profit organization that
transports children and expectant mothers to health care facilities for treatment. She also served three terms
on the Fairfield City Council. In addition, she has appeared on the "big screen” as an extra in Tyler Perry’s
“Madea’s Family Reunion” Look for her in the picnic scene just before the fight wearing a lime-green shirt.






MORE THAN JUST A GAME

JOhl’l MitCheH, JI'. was born in Mobile, Alabama on October 14, 1951. In 1971, he became the
first African American to play varsity football for the University of Alabama. In his second season he became
the team’s first African American co-captain. At age 21, he accepted a coaching position at the University of
Alabama and became the first African American assistant coach and the youngest coach to have ever been
hired at Alabama.

Mitchell played football and basketball at Williamson High School in Mobile, Alabama. In his senior year he
played on the offensive line and although he was tall enough, standing 6 feet 3 inches, he only weighed 195
pounds, which was considered too light for an offensive lineman in Division I Football. Consequently, he
was not offered a football scholarship by any major colleges in Alabama, but he was offered an academic
scholarship to both the University of Alabama and Auburn University. Wanting to play football, he
eventually accepted a scholarship from Eastern Arizona Junior College.

After two seasons at Eastern Arizona and being named to the All-American team both years as a defensive
end, Mitchell was one of the top junior college recruits and was heavily recruited by several Division I
football powerhouses. In 1971, he transferred to the University of Alabama and became a starting defensive
end. In 1972, he earned All-American honors on the gridiron, but even more importantly he earned his
bachelor’s degree.

Mitchell’s first two coaching assignments were on the staff of two of college football’s greatest coaches. He
was a defensive line coach under “Bear” Bryant at Alabama (1973-76) and he held the same position at
Arkansas (1977-82) under Lou Holtz In 1983, he returned to the state of Alabama when he accepted the
position of defensive line coach for the United States Football League (USFL) Birmingham Stallions. After
three seasons the USFL ceased operations and he returned to the college football ranks. In 1990, he became
the first African American defensive coordinator in the Southeastern Conference when he accepted the
position at Louisiana State University.

Mitchell joined the National Football League (NFL) coaching ranks in 1991, when he became the defensive
line coach for the Cleveland Browns. In 1994, he joined the Pittsburg Steelers’ organization as their defensive
line coach and after 20 seasons he still remains a Steeler. Under Mitchell’s leadership, Pittsburgh’s defensive
line helped the Steelers lead the NFL in rush defense five times and finish in the top three on 13 separate
occasions. In 2007, he was promoted to assistant head coach/defensive line coach.

Mitchell has been a football coach for over 40 years. In 2009, he was elected into the Alabama Sports Hall of
Fame. Mitchell and his wife, Joyce, currently reside in Pittsburgh.
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A MIDWIFE'S STORY

Onnie Lee I_Dgal'l was born in Marengo County, Alabama near the city of Sweet Water
circa 1910. She was an extraordinary woman and midwife, who became a folk hero when her life story was
published, Motherwit: An Alabama Midwite’s Story, in 1989. Growing up in rural Alabama she knew at an
early age she wanted to be a midwife and how important midwives were to the community. Her mother
was a midwife, as was her grandmother, who was a slave. For over 50 years she delivered hundreds of babies
in south Alabama. From 1931 to 1984 Logan delivered almost every child born in Prichard, Alabama and the
predominantly African American neighborhoods in Mobile, Alabama.

During the Great Depression, Logan, along with other midwives, played a major role in delivering children
to mostly poor white and black mothers, providing help when doctors were either not available or unwilling
to provide services to these groups of women. She delivered babies regardless of race or the parent’s ability
to pay for her services. Although she delivered hundreds of babies in her lifetime, in order to support her
family she had to also work as a domestic servant for a physician.

Up until 1949, the midwife profession was not regulated in Alabama and a person did not need any formal
training, a license, or permit to practice. Because of Logan'’s expertise in the field and with almost 20 years of
experience, she received her permit to practice midwifery faster than any other applicant In her
autobiography Motherwit: An Alabama Midwife’s Story, she attributes “motherwit”, an inborn knowledge
that comes from God, as the reason for her success and why earning her license was so easy, “There was a
high power and God give me wisdom. Motherwit, common sense. Wisdom comes from on high. You got it
and you can't explain how you got it yourself. It's motherwit.” “T do whatever is suitable for that minute or
that hour or that situation.. Whether I've seen it in a book or read it or not, I do it. And it works. A lot a
mothers says: T didn't do that with my other baby.” I say: ‘That was that baby, honey. This is this one. They
are all different.”

In 1976, lay midwives were outlawed by the state of Alabama. At the time, Logan was the only midwife
remaining in Mobile. However, because of her excellent track record and the stature she had achieved in
Mobile, she was allowed to continue her practice under a special permit from local authorities until 1984.
When Logan was finally forced to retire, she was one of the last midwives in the country. For many years
after her license was revoked, she continued to provide guidance and moral support to husbands needing
assistance with their wives during childbirth. Logan died on July 10, 1995.






Louis J. Wﬂhe

BREAKING THE COLOR BARRIE

LOUjS J. Wﬂ].ie, JI' was born on August 22, 1923, in Fort Worth, Texas. Willie was a successful
business executive who helped break the color barrier in business and sports circles. He was the first African
American to be admitted to several segregated social and civic clubs in Birmingham, Alabama, including the
Kiwanis Club of Birmingham, Downtown Club, The Club, and Shoal Creek Country Club.

Willie grew up in the Dallas area and attended Lincoln High School in Dallas, Texas. He earned a BA degree in
economics from Wiley College, an MBA from the University of Michigan, and a CLU designation from the
American College of Underwriters,

In 1952, Willie came to Birmingham for an interview with A.G. Gaston. He was hired as a comptroller for Booker
T. Washington Insurance and within 10 years rose to become Gaston's top assistant and advisor. He helped Mr.
Gaston build a business empire that included Booker T. Washington Insurance, Citizens Federal Savings Bank
(now Citizens Trust Bank), and two radio stations. Willie became President & CEO of Booker T. Washington
Insurance in 1986 and held that position until his retirement in 1994. He also assumed the role of President at
Citizens Federal Savings Bank.

Willie was a founding member of the A. G. Gaston Boys and Girls Club. He served on the boards of Alabama
Power, Southern Company, AmSouth Bank (now Regions Bank), the Birmingham Museum of Art, St
Vincent’s Hospital, Operation New Birmingham (now REV Birmingham), and the Birmingham Regional
Chamber of Commerce (now Birmingham Business Alliance). Willie was also a member of the Board of
Directors of the Birmingham Branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta and served as its Chairman for one

year,

One of Willie's most notable moments occurred when Birmingham’s Shoal Creek Country Club was the site of
the 1990 Professional Golf Association Championship. Protests mounted after the club president announced
that Shoal Creek would not be pressured into accepting black members. The PGA of America was very close to
canceling the championship. Risking his reputation and business, Willie defused a highly charged situation by
accepting an honorary membership. “I did not volunteer for this,” Willie said. “But the mayor sent word he
would like for me to do this. 1 am doing it for the community.”

After the Shoal Creek controversy, the PGA and other golf organizations declared they would not hold
tournaments at clubs that lacked minority or female members. Shoal Creek's first African American member to
obtain full membership joined in 1996.

Willie received numerous awards for his civic and community work, including the National Conference of
Christians and Jews and the Greater Birmingham Area Community Service Awards.

Louis J. Willie, Jr. was married to the former Yvonne Kirkpatrick of Pembroke, Bermuda. They had one son,
Louis J. Willie I1L. Willie died on September 16, 2007






DI'. Shel].ey Stewart was born in the Rosedale section of Birmingham, Alabama on

September 24,1934. Stewart’s background can be understood in two words - obstacles overcome. Today he

is a successful businessman, however as a child, his future was anything but bright Stewart’s rise to

prominence began as a radio personality in the 1950s and ‘60s. His radio broadcasts were a conduit for

protest organizations during Birmingham’s civil rights struggles. His expansion into marketing also began in
* the 1960s, culminating in his position as the President and CEO of o2ideas, one of the country’s
longest-running and largest privately held corporate communication companies.

Stewart overcame impoverished beginnings and horrific family tragedies as a child. At age 5, he witnessed
* his father murder his mother, Mattie C, with an ax. Later, living with relatives, he was stripped, suspended
from the ceiling, and whipped until bloody. Salt was then placed in his wounds. When he and his brothers
were returned to his father, he was forced to sleep on his father’s front porch until he ran away. Out of this
story of poverty and neglect emerged a man whose voracious appetite for reading fueled his later success.

In 1949, Stewart got a job as a school reporter at WBCO in Bessemer. There, he began to develop his radio
personality. After graduation, he didn't get the college scholarship he expected. His principal told him he
lacked the family support required for college, even though he had top grades. Needing a job, Stewart joined
the Air Force and served 2 years. He returned to Birmingham in 1953 and got a job at WEDR radio. “Shelley
the Playboy”, his radio persona, had arrived.

At WEDR, Stewart quickly grew a loyal following, which also included a large number of white listeners.
However, his popularity with white kids did not sit well with everyone. In 1958, his radio station went off the
air when the broadcast tower was cut down. In 1960, he barely escaped with his life, when the Ku Klux Klan
broke up one of his platter parties because they objected to white and black teenagers dancing in the same

TrooIm.

D
His broadcasts during Birmingham's human rights struggles of the 1960s served as a critical communication

e e eW mechanism for young African Americans involved in street protests. During the civil rights spring of 1963,

Stewart joined other African American radio personalities in broadcasting coded messages to young

demonstrators telling them when and where marches would occur. Stewart and other radio personalities
OVERCOMING OBSTACLES helped Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. mount the historic Children's March through the streets of Birmingham.

= Stewart retired from broadcasting in 2002. While visiting his brother Sam in a California prison, he learned
! @ | that most of the inmates never finished school. In 2007, he started the Mattie C. Stewart Foundation, an
. AT T 7N ‘ = W B o organization that works to reduce the high school dropout rate. Today, the offices of o2ideas sit on land that
. — | = 1 was once Edgewood Lake where Stewart and his brother fished as children. His lifetime odyssey is

i >y - chronicled in The Road South, a book he co-authored, and Mattie C’s Boy — The Shelley Stewart Story.






Jooper

A REMARKABLE LIFE OF SERVICE

J. GaIY COOPEI' was born on October 2, 1936, in Lafayette, Louisiana. Cooper’s remarkable
journey of service to our state and country began in 1958, when he was commissioned second lieutenant in
the United States Marine Corps. While serving in Vietnam in 1966, Cooper became the first African
American Marine Corps officer to lead an infantry company into combat. After serving as an active duty
Marine Corp officer from 1958-1970, he joined the Marine Corps Reserve and in 1971, became the first
African American to command a Marine reserve unit. In 1984, he was promoted to brigadier general,
becoming the first African American to attain the rank of general from the Marine infantry ranks.

Cooper was raised in the "Down the Bay" section of Mobile, Alabama, south of the Mobile Civic Center. He
graduated from Most Pure Heart of Mary High School in 1954 and enrolled at the University of Notre Dame
where he was one of only three African Americans in his 1958 class of 1,500. While at Notre Dame, he joined
The Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). After graduating with a degree in finance, he was
commissioned second lieutenant in the Marine Corps. Within a year, he was promoted to first lieutenant,
and in 1963 to captain.

During Cooper's decorated military career, he reached the rank of major general and eamed the
Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, and the Republic of Vietnam
Gallantry Cross with Palm, Silver and Bronze Stars. In 1989, President George HW. Bush nominated, and the
Senate confirmed, Cooper as the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower, Reserve Affairs,
Installations, and the Environment. During his tenure as Assistant Secretary, he participated in the planning
of Operation Desert Storm.

Outside of his military service, in 1973, Cooper and John LeFlore were the first African Americans elected to
the Alabama House of Representatives, from Mobile, since Reconstruction. In 1978, Alabama Governor
George Wallace appointed Cooper Commissioner of the Alabama State Department of Human Resources.
In this Cabinet position, he managed a staff of over 4,000 and the largest agency budget in the state. In 1994,
President Bill Clinton nominated, and the Senate confirmed, Cooper to serve as the United States
Ambassador to Jamaica, a position held from 19941997

As a private citizen, Cooper has served as Director and Corporate officer of Christian Benevolent Funeral
Home, Inc. This family-owned business has been in operation for over eighty-five years. In 1976, he
co-founded Commonwealth National Bank in Mobile, Alabama, the first minority-owned and operated
bank in Alabama. For 13 years he served as vice president and senior vice president at David Volkert and
Associates, a regional engineering and architectural firm. He has also served on the Boards of GenCorp,
United States Steel Corporation, Protective Life Corporation, PNC Financial Service Group, Inc, Talladega
College, and Spring Hill College.






Percy Sledge

AN INSTANT CLASSIC

Percy SlEdge was born in Leighton, Alabama on November 25, 1940. Growing up in rural
Alabama, Sledge never imagined that a simple melody he constantly hummed would eventually lead to his
first single and cement his place in music history. An instant classic considered to be one of the greatest soul
ballads ever performed, "When a Man Loves a Woman', made Sledge an international superstar and in 2005
earmed him a place in the Rock and Rock Hall of Fame.

Growing up in an area populated by descendants of African American sharecroppers, Sledge spent much of
his early years chopping and picking cotton. Like many singing legends, his singing career started in the
church. However, unlike many R&B and soul artists, his music style was also heavily influenced by country
and western, partly because it was the only music his radio could pick up in Leighton. In the early sixties, he
worked as an orderly at Colbert County Hospital (now the Helen Keller Memorial Hospital in Sheffield)
during the week and on the weekends he performed with a local singing group, the Esquire Combo. The
group performed mainly in clubs and at fraternity parties. His childhood melody was the foundation for the
group’s most popular song, even though the lyrics changed from venue to venue depending on the crowd.

In 1965, Sledge met and signed a contract with Quin Ivy, owner of Norala, a recording studio in Sheffield,
Alabama. On February 17, 1966, Sledge had his first recording session with Ivy and guitarist Marlin Greene.
Sledge’s melody that had always generated so much interest was finally being recorded. Intially, the song
centered around the phrase “Why Did You Leave Me”. However, by the end of the session, the phrase had
evolved into “When a Man Loves a Woman. Atlantic Records picked up the record and released it in the
spring of 1966. The song topped Billboard's Hot 100 for two weeks and Billboard’s R&B charts for four
weeks and remained in the Top 100 for 16 weeks. It became the first Atlantic single to be awarded gold status
by the Recording Industry Association of America on July 15, 1966. Ironically, this wasn’t Sledge’s favorite
song on his debut album, and he did not think it would be a hit

Over the years, Sledge had multiple hit records including: “Warm and Tender Love”, “It Tears Me Up”, “Out
of Left Field”, “Take Time to Know Her”, “Cover Me”, and “T'll Be Your Everything” In 1988, "When a Man
Loves a Woman" was named one of the "Best 100 Singles of the Last 25 Years" by Rolling Stone magazine. In
1989, Sledge won the Rhythm and Blues Foundation Pioneer Achievement Award, and in 1993, the
Alabama Music Hall of Fame presented Sledge with its Lifework Award for Performing Achievement
Sledge moved to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in 1996, and resides there today with his wife, Rosa.






DEFENDER OF CIVIL RIGHTS

December

Ffﬁd DaVid Gray, anative of Montgomery, Alabama, was born on December 14,1930. He was a pivotal player
in the civil rights movement, with a legal career spanning more than 59 years. One of Gray’s most notable cases was Williarms v.
Wallace, in which the Court ordered the state of Alabama to protect marchers from Selma to Montgomery after protestors were
beaten on Bloody Sunday. Other notable cases include City of Montgomery v. Rosa Parks, State of Alabama v. Martin Luther King, Jr;
and Malone v. University of Alabama. He served as counsel in the case of Pollard, et al v. United States of America, preserving and
protecting the rights of persons involved in the infamous Tuskegee Syphilis Study in 1972.

Gray was educated at the Nashville Christian Institute in Tennessee, earned a Bachelor’s Degree from Alabama State University, and
a Juris Doctor degree from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. His first civil rights case was the representation of
Claudette Colvin, a 15-year old African American high school student who refused to give up her seat on a city bus in Montgomery,
Alabama in March 1955. He was also Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr's first civil rights attorney. Gray is admitted to practice in the Supreme
Court of Ohio, Supreme Court of Alabama, U. S. District Court for the Middle, Northern & Southern Districts of Alabama, US. Court
of Appeals for Fifth, Sixth and Eleventh Circuits, and the Supreme Court of the United States,

Many of the cases Gray won may be found in most constitutional law textbooks. These cases include those listed above as well as
Aurelia A. Browder, et al v. WA. Gayle, et al (integrated buses in the City of Montgomery); Gomillion v. Lightfoot, (laid the foundation
for the concept of 'one man, one vote"); William E Mitchell. et al v. Edgar Johnson, et al (one of the first civil actions brought to remedy
systematic exclusion of blacks from jury service); Lee v. Macon County Board of Education (integrated all state institutions of higher
learning under the Alabama State Board of Education, and 104 of the then 121 elementary and secondary school systems in the state);
NAACP v. Alabama, ex rel John Patterson, Attorney General: Dixon, et al v. The Alabama State Board of Education; and Franklin v.
Auburn University.

One of the first African Americans to serve in the Alabama Legislature since Reconstruction, Gray is also the first African American
elected as president of the Alabama State Bar Association (2002-2003). Gray also served as the 43rd president of the National Bar
Association. He is a Fellow of the American Bar Foundation, American College of Trial Lawyers, and International Society of
Barristers. He served on many court-appointed committees, including the Merit Selection of Appellate Judges Committee in 2007,

He is the recipient of numerous awards including the Charles Hamilton Houston Medallion of Merit from the Washington Bar
Association; Harvard University Law School’s Charles Hamilton Houston Medallion; American Bar Association’s Thurgood Marshall
Award, and the Federal Bar Association’s Sarah T. Hughes Civil Rights Award. Gray has also been featured in many publications, radio
and television interviews, and serves on many boards and organizations Gray is the recipient of many honorary degrees.

Gray is an accomplished author. Bus Ride to Justice was released in February 1995, and The Tuskegee Syphilis Study was released in
May 1998. He also wrote The Sullivan Case: A Direct Product of the Civil Rights Movement; an article for the Case Western Reserve
Law Review.

Gray is the senior partner in the law firm of Gray, Langford, Sapp, McGowan, Gray, Gray & Nathanson PC, with offices in
Montgomery and Tuskegee, Alabama. He is the principal founder of the Tuskegee Human and Civil Rights Multicultural Center, in
Tuskegee, Alabama, which serves as a memorial to the participants of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study and educates the public on the
contributions made in the fields of human and civil rights by Americans of African, European, and Native American descent.
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AT&T is pleased to present the 2015 edition of the Alabama African American History
Calendar and to honor the men and women whose lives and accomplishments are
highlighted inits pages.
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