


Letter from thePresident
AT&T, along with our partners, is glad to present the inaugural Alabama African American History Calen-
dar.  This calendar was conceived as a way to celebrate, and at the same time educate.  We have partnered 
with the Alabama Department of Education to present a very impressive curriculum that will be made avail-
able to teachers throughout our state.  For more information on the state curriculum and our community 
partners, please visit our website at alafricanamerican.com.  

It’s fitting that in addition to the printed calendar, we are using the internet to provide online versions of the calendar as well as additional infor-
mation. The internet has truly transformed how we live and learn, and we are embracing that change just as we have embraced changes in the telecom-
munications industry.  You can rest assured that as technology, the marketplace, and AT&T continue to grow and evolve, we will always remain com-
mitted to education and supporting communities through projects like this calendar. 

The individuals featured on the African American History Calendar are shining role models for all of our children. The 2011 calendar honorees have 
excelled in various areas such as education, business, entertainment, sports, public service, and civic and community leadership. The 2011 African 
American History Calendar is a testimonial to the superb strength, hard work and dedication of the people featured.  We hope the stories of its honor-
ees will inspire the children of Alabama and you. A special thanks to our partners for their contributions and commitment to the calendar. 

 

Fred McCallum
President, AT&T Alabama
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. is known as the Father of the Modern Civil Rights Movement 
and for his participation in the Montgomery Bus Boycott in Alabama.  As a Baptist min-
ister and social activist, he led the Civil Rights Movement in the United States from 
the mid-1950s until his death by assassination in 1968.  

King attended segregated public schools in Georgia, graduating from high school at 
the age of 15. After high school he attended Morehouse College, the alma mater of 
both his father and grandfather. He received his B.A. degree in 1948.  After three years 
of study at Crozer Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania, where he was elected presi-
dent of a predominantly white senior class, King was awarded the Bachelor of Divinity 
degree.

He married Coretta Scott on June 18, 1953, on the lawn of her mother’s home in Marion, 
Ala.  In 1954 the couple moved to Montgomery and King became pastor of the Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church. Always a strong activist for civil rights, he became a member 
of the executive committee of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP), the leading organization of its kind in the nation. He also was a 
co-founder of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), serving as its 
first president. In December 1955, King led the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the first Negro 
nonviolent demonstration in the United States.  nonviolent demonstration in the United States.  

In 1963, King led the March on Washington where he delivered his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech before a crowd of more than 250,000.  The speech established King’s repu-
tation as one of the greatest orators in modern history.  

At the age of 35, King became the youngest man to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
nonviolent, civil rights efforts. When notified of his selection, he announced that he 
would turn over the prize money of $54,123 to the advancement of the Civil Rights 
Movement.

On the evening of April 4, 1968, while standing on the balcony of his motel room in 
Memphis, Tenn., where he was to lead a protest march in sympathy with striking garbage 
workers of that city, Martin Luther King was assassinated.

HeHe was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1977 and the Con-
gressional Gold Medal in 2004. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was established as a U.S. na-
tional holiday in 1986.

Martin Luther King Jr. is known as the Father of the Modern Civil 
Rights Movement.

Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-126559



JANUARY
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Emancipation Proclamation was issued 
in 1863.
George Washington Carver was born 
in 1864.

William Lloyd Garrison began publish-
ing The Liberator, an abolitionist news-
paper, in 1831.

Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. was elected 
chairperson of the House Committee 
on Education and Labor in 1961.

Grace Bumbry, opera singer, was born 
in 1937.

George Washington Carver died in 
1943.

The World Anti-Slavery Convention 
opened in London, 1831. John Birks 
“Dizzy” Gillespie, famed musician, died 
in 1993.

Marian Anderson made her debut in 
the Metropolitan Opera House in 1955.

Fannie M. Jackson, educator and first 
African American woman college 
graduate in the US, was born in 1836. 
Butterfly McQueen, actress, was born in 
1911.

Fisk University was established in 1866. Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence founded in 1957.

Charles W. Anderson becomes first Afri-
can American member of the Kentucky 
Legislature in 1936.

The Congressional Black Caucus orga-
nized in 1971.

Don Barksdale became first African-
American person to play in an NBA All-
Star Game in 1953.

John Oliver Killens, novelist, was born 
in 1916.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in 
1929. 

Jefferson Franklin Long took oath of 
office as the first African American Con-
gressman from Georgia in 1871.

Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) was born 
in 1942.

Robert C. Weaver became first African 
American presidential cabinet 
member, 1966.

Freed Blacks organized Savannah, GA’s 
first Baptist church in 1788.

Barack Obama is sworn in as the first 
African American President in 2009. 
Barbara Jordan, congresswoman, was 
born in 1936.

William Brown-Chappell, pioneer avia-
tor, was born in 1906.

Nat Turner, leader of the Virginia slave 
revolt, was born in 1800.

Dr. Daniel Hale Williams, pioneer in sur-
gery, founded Provident Hospital in 
Chicago, IL. in 1889.

Coach Clarence “Big House” Gaines 
won record 800th college basketball 
game in 1990.

Sojourner Truth addressed the first 
Black Women’s Rights Convention in 
1851. 

Bessie Coleman, the first African Ameri-
can woman aviator, was born in 1893. 
Angela Davis, activist, was born in 1944. 

Leontyne Price, world-renowned opera 
singer, made her debut at the Metro-
politan Opera House, 1961.

Astronaut Ronald McNair died in the 
Challenger explosion in 1986.

Oprah Winfrey was born in 1954.

William Wells Brown, novelist and dra-
matist, published first Black drama, 
Leap to Freedom, 1858.

Jackie Robinson, first African American 
baseball player in the major leagues, 
was born in 1919.
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Oscar Adams        
Oscar William Adams was a pioneer of Alabama’s judicial system.  Born in Birmingham, 
Ala., on February 7, 1925, Adams was the son of a Birmingham newspaper publisher and 
the grandson of a member of the Alabama Legislature.  Adams made state history as the 
first African-American Alabama Supreme Court justice and the first African American 
elected to statewide office in Alabama. 

Adams’Adams’ distinguished legal career spanned more than three decades. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Talladega College (1944) and then earned a law degree from the 
Howard University School of Law (1947). 

In 1966, Adams became the first African American to join the Birmingham Bar 
Association.Association. He first partnered with white attorney Harvey Burg, forming the state's 
first integrated legal practice. Adams later founded his own law firm with James Baker 
and U. W. Clemon (Adams, Baker and Clemon) one of the foremost law firms to litigate 
civil rights cases in the 1960s. 

InIn 1980, Adams’ career was advanced further with his appointment to the Alabama Su-
preme Court. Appointed by Governor Fob James, he again made history, becoming the 
first African American to serve on any appellate court in the state of Alabama and 
later the first to be elected to any statewide constitutional office in Alabama’s his-
tory. He was re-elected to the court for two terms, once in 1982 and again in 1988. He 
retired from the bench on October 31, 1993. 

Adams died on February 15, 1997.  He was honored posthumously by being inducted into 
the Alabama Lawyers Hall of Fame in 2005 and into the Birmingham Gallery of Distin-
guished Citizens in 2008.

Adams made state history as the first African-American Alabama Supreme Court 
justice and the first African American elected to statewide office in Alabama..



FEBRUARY

Langston Hughes was born in 1902.
Ernest E. Just, biologist, received the 
Spingarn Medal for pioneering re-
search on fertilization and cell division, 
1914.

Geraldine McCullough won the Wid-
ener Gold Medal for Sculpture in 1965.

Rosa Parks was born in 1913.
Hank Aaron, the home run king of 
major league baseball, was born in 
1934.

Eubie Blake, pianist, was born in 1883.  
Oscar Adams was born in 1925.

Oprah Winfrey became the first African 
American woman to host a nationally 
syndicated talk show in 1986.

In 1995 Bernard Harris became the first 
African American astronaut to take a 
spacewalk.

Roberta Flack, singer, was born in 1940. Clifford Alexander, Jr., became the first 
African American Secretary of the Army 
in 1977.

Abraham Lincoln was born in 1809. 
Congress enacted the first fugitive 
slave law in 1793.

Joseph L. Searles became the first Afri-
can American member of the New York 
Stock Exchange, 1970.

Frederick Douglass was born in 1817. Henry Lewis was named director of the 
New Jersey Symphony in 1968.

Joe Frazier became World Heavyweight 
Boxing Champion by a knockout in 
1970.

Michael Jordan, basketball player, was 
born in 1963. 

Author Toni Morrison (born Chloe An-
thony Wofford) was born in 1931.

William “Smoky” Robinson was born in 
1940.

Frederick Douglass died in 1895. Malcolm X was assassinated in 1965. George Washington was born in 1732. 
Julius Winfield “Dr. J” Erving was born 
in 1950.

W.E.B. DuBois born in 1868. 
Ethel Hall's Birthday.

In 1864, Rebecca Lee became the first 
African American woman to receive an 
M.D. degree.

Cassius Clay (Muhammad Ali) won 
World Heavyweight crown in 1964.

Singer “Fats” Domino was born in 1928.

Marian Anderson, opera singer, was 
born in 1902.

Hattie McDaniel became the first black 
(male or female) to win an Oscar (for 
Best Supporting Actress) for her role as 
Mammy in “Gone With The Wind” in 
1940.
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Fred Shuttlesworth
One of the most prominent figures of the Civil Rights Movement, the Reverend Fred Lee 
Shuttlesworth was born on on March 8, 1922, in Montgomery County, Alabama. Shut-
tlesworth was raised by his mother, Alberta Robinson Shuttlesworth, and his stepfa-
ther, William Nathan Shuttlesworth, a farmer in rural Oxmoor, Ala. 

An alumnus of Selma University (1951) and Alabama State College (1952), Shuttles-
worth later became pastor of Bethel Baptist Church in Birmingham, where he led mass 
meetings and established the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights 
(ACMHR). When the  Supreme Court ruled that bus segregation in Montgomery, Ala., 
was illegal, Shuttlesworth immediately announced that the ACMHR was going to test 
segregation laws in Birmingham. His plans angered local leaders of the Ku Klux Klan, 
who bombed his home. Shuttlesworth, his family and a guest emerged unharmed from the 
blast.  He led a protest rally the next day.blast.  He led a protest rally the next day.

Always at the forefront of the fight for equality, Shuttlesworth suffered physically 
for his efforts. In 1957, he was beaten by an angry mob for trying to enroll his daugh-
ters in an all white school. That same year, he joined with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Ralph David Abernathy, Bayard Rustin and others to form the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). He also assisted the Congress on Racial Equality 
(CORE) in organizing the Freedom Rides. Shuttlesworth was hospitalized in 1963 as a 
result of being attacked by Commissioner Eugene “Bull” Connor's water cannons as he 
led a mass nonviolent demonstration. led a mass nonviolent demonstration. 

Shuttlesworth persuaded King to focus civil rights efforts in Birmingham.  The subse-
quent protests drew national attention and helped to set the stage for legislation 
that later became the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which effectively ended segregation of 
public facilities in the United States. 

In 2001, Shuttlesworth received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President Wil-
liam J. Clinton and in 2004, the Jefferson Award for Humanitarian Service, constitut-
ing the two highest awards bestowed upon an American citizen by the federal govern-
ment.

In July 2008, the Birmingham Airport Authority voted to honor Shuttlesworth by re-
naming the city’s airport, the largest in the state of Alabama, in his honor.  His alma 
mater, Alabama State University, also named its main cafeteria the Fred L. Shuttles-
worth Dining Hall, in his honor.

Shuttlesworth persuaded King to focus civil rights efforts in Birmingham.



MARCH

Writer Ralph Ellison was born in 1914.
 
NBA star, Karl “The Mailman” Malone 
was born in 1954.

Poll Tax ruled unconstitutional in 1966.
William H. Hastie was confirmed as Fed-
eral District Judge of the Virgin Islands 
in 1937.

Arthur Mitchell, dancer and choreogra-
pher, was born in 1934.

Slavery was abolished in New York in 
1799.

Pearl Bailey was born in 1918.  
Fred Shuttlesworth was born 1922.

Freedom’s Journal founded in 1827. Jackie Robinson made his professional 
baseball debut with the Montreal 
Royals in 1946.

Charlie Pride, country singer, was born 
in 1938.

Andrew Young was born in 1932. 
Nat King Cole was born in 1919.

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, was published in 1852.

Selma march began in 1965. Marcus Garvey, Black Nationalist, ar-
rived in America from Jamaica in 1916.

Clifton Wharton is sworn in as ambassa-
dor to Norway in 1961.

Harriet Tubman died in 1913. Lorraine Hansberry play, “Raisin in the 
Sun”, opened on Broadway in 1959.

Fannie Lou Hamer, activist, dies, 1977. Quincy Jones, composer and musician, 
was born in 1933. 

‘Los Angeles Sentinel’ founded by Leon 
H. Washington in 1933.

Dr. Jerome H. Holland elected to the 
board of directors of the New York 
Stock Exchange in 1972.

Carole Gist was crowned first Black Miss 
USA in 1990.

Garrett A. Morgan, scientist and inven-
tor, was born in 1877.

Blanche Kelso Bruce of Mississippi 
elected to full term in U.S. Senate in 
1975.

Dred Scott decision handed down by 
Supreme Court in 1857.

First cadets graduated from flying 
school at Tuskegee Institute in 1942.

Senate refuses to seat P.B.S. Pinchback 
of Louisiana in 1876.

15th Amendement was enacted in 
1870.

Jack Johnson, first Black heavyweight 
champion, was born in 1878.
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Booker T.  Washington 
Born a slave in Virginia (1856), receiving an education was very unlikely for Booker 
Taliaferro Washington. However, Washington had a different outlook: education was 
a worthy fight, so he fought to attend Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in 
Virginia (1872). This was not a simple journey. Washington walked miles just to gain an 
opportunity to attend Hampton, and then he worked as a janitor to stay there. He be-
lieved that “success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached 
in life as by the obstacles which he has had to overcome while trying to succeed.” 

Upon graduation from Hampton in 1875, Washington got an opportunity to be the first 
principal of a Negro school in Macon County, AL. This school would be directed 
toward uneducated, poverty stricken blacks living in the county and surrounding area. 

TheThe school, originally known as Tuskegee Normal School for Colored Teachers, opened 
at a local church on July 4, 1881. He abandoned the idea of the talented tenth or gain-
ing full civil rights instantly. Instead, he believed if the Negroes cultivated their 
skills for building and farming, then they have achieved their own independence. The 
Negro had to learn to rely on him or herself.  Despite the harsh criticism he received, he 
remained focused on his goal: to educate the uneducated. 

Today, Tuskegee Normal School is now Tuskegee University. The campus still stretches 
over the same abandoned plantation field that Booker T. Washington moved it to over 
125 years ago. Washington was adamant about relying on one’s self. In fact, most of the 
original buildings were built by his students and are still utilized on the campus today.
HisHis struggles helped to develop his personality and commitment. Washington said, “If 
you want to live a life of genuine pleasure, do something for somebody else. It is the 
quiet, unseen giving which never reaches the ear of the world that makes possible the 
existence of the best things of the world.” It is without a doubt that Washington’s life 
work was all about doing “something for somebody else.” Washington died in 1915, at 
the age of 59.

“  Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life 
as by the obstacles which he has had to overcome while trying to succeed.”

Photograph Courtesy of Tuskegee University Archives



APRIL

Hampton Institute opened in 1868. John Thompson became the first Afri-
can American coach to win NCAA bas-
ketball tournament, 1984.

Carter G. Woodson, the father of Afri-
can American history, died in 1950.

Maya Angelou, author and poet, was 
born in 1928.

Colin Powell was born in 1937. 
Booker T. Washington was born in 
1856.

Robert E. Perry and Matthew Henson 
reached the North Pole in 1909.

Billie Holliday, blues singer, was born in 
1917.

Hank Aaron hit his 715th home run in 
1974.

Civil Rights Bill granting citizenship 
passed in 1866. 

Richard Allen was made Bishop of the 
AME Church in 1916. 

Spelman College was founded in 1881.  Free African Society organized in 1787. Thomas Jefferson’s birthday. The first abolition society in the U.S. 
was founded in Pennsylvania, 1775.

Jackie Robinson made his Major 
League debut with the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers in 1947.

Founding of Student Non-Violent Coor-
dinating Committee in 1960.

Rev. Ralph David Abernathy died in 
1990.

Alex Haley won the Pulitzer Prize for 
Roots, 1977.

Cheyney State College, one of the 
oldest Black colleges in the U.S., was 
founded in 1837.

Harriet Tubman started working on the 
Underground Railroad, 1853.

Pvt. Milton L. Olive, III, was posthu-
mously awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor in 1966. 

Charles Mingus, bassist, composer, pia-
nist and bandleader, was born in 1922.

Granville T. Woods, inventor of over 40 
products, was born in 1856.

The United Negro College Fund was es-
tablished in 1944.

Ella Fitzgerald, singer, was born in 
1917.

William “Count” Basie, jazz pianist and 
musician, died in 1984.

Coretta Scott King, activist and wife of 
Martin Luther King, was born in 1927.

Samuel L. Gravely became first African  
American admiral in the U.S. Navy in 
1962.

“Duke” Ellington, musician and com-
poser, was born in 1899.

Wallace Saunders wrote the song 
“Casey Jones” in 1900.
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Joe Louis  
Joe Louis Barrow was born in La Fayette, Alabama on May 13, 1914. His father, "Mun 
Barrow," was a cotton picker from Alabama and his family fought poverty for most of 
his childhood. The Barrow family moved to Detroit in 1924, at which point Louis first 
became involved in boxing.

LouisLouis burst onto the professional boxing scene in 1934 with style and skill such as the 
boxing world has seldom seen. His boxing prowess, as well as his reputation, grew at an 
incredible rate. Known to many as the "Brown Bomber," Louis emerged victorious from 
his first 27 fights, all but four of which he won by knockouts. In the early days of his 
career, he destroyed a number of prominent heavyweight fighters, giving a premonition 
of his coming reign of domination. 

LouisLouis was seemingly invincible, until his defeat by German boxer Max Schmeling on June 
19, 1936.  In 1937 Louis won the Heavyweight Championship from James J. Braddock, an 
historical accomplishment, yet Louis felt there was a dark cloud hovering over the 
title because of his 1936 loss to Schmeling.  When Louis met Schmeling in 1938 to defend 
his title to the man who gave him his only defeat as a professional, the match was 
dubbed the “Battle of the Century.” Louis defeated Schmeling by a knockout in two min-
utes and four seconds of the first round. With his victory in the ring, Louis gained a 
moralmoral victory for himself and earned the admiration of his country while simultane-
ously striking a damaging blow to Adolf Hitler and his propaganda about the superior-
ity of the white race.

Louis is a boxing legend. He knocked out five world champions during his career, and he 
still holds the distinction of having successfully defended his title more times than any 
other heavyweight in history, 25 times. 

When he died in 1981, Joe Louis was eulogized - and continues to be known - as one of the 
Greatest prizefighters of all time and a unique American Hero.

Joe Louis is one of the greatest prizefighters of all time and a unique American hero.

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, Carl Van Vechten Collection, LC-
USZ62-54231



MAY

Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
opened in 1867.

Elijah McCoy, inventor and holder of 
more than fifty patents, was born in 
1844.

James Brown, Godfather of Soul, was 
born in 1933. Sugar Ray Robinson, 
middleweight boxing champion, was 
born in 1920.

 
Freedom Rides began in 1961. Gwendolyn Brooks became the first 

Black Pulitzer Prize winner for Annie 
Allen in 1950.

Civil Rights Act signed by President 
Eisenhower in 1960.

J.R. Winters patented the fire escape, 
1878.

Rev. Henry McNeal Turner died in 1915. Slaves in Georgia, Florida and South 
Carolina were freed, 1862. 

P.B.S. Pinchback, first Black state gover-
nor, was born in 1837.

Dancer Martha Graham was born in 
1854.

Robert Smalls seized Confederate war-
ship in 1862.

Boxer Joe Louis was born in 1914. In 1804, a slave known only as York, ac-
companied Lewis and Clark on their ex-
pedition. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, founded at 
Indiana University, was incorporated in 
1911.

Sammy Davis Jr. died in 1990. Brown vs. Board of Education made 
“Separate But Equal ” in public schools 
unconstitutional in 1954.

Reggie Jackson, baseball player, was 
born in 1946.

Malcolm X was born in 1925. Robert N.C. Nix was elected to U.S. Con-
gress in 1958.

Lowell W. Perry was confirmed as chair-
man of the Equal Opportunity Commis-
sion (EEOC) in 1975.

Claude McKay, poet, died in 1948. Bob Marley, reggae legend, died in 
1981.

Hal McRae was named manager of the 
Kansas City Royals in 1991.

Madame C.J. Walker, entrepreneur, 
died in 1919.

Althea Gibson won the French Open, 
becoming the first Black tennis player 
to win a major tennis title, 1956.

Louis Gossett Jr., actor, was born in 
1936.

Eliza Ann Gardner, Underground Rail-
road conductor, was born in 1831.

Thomas Bradley was elected mayor of 
Los Angeles in 1973.

Countee Cullen, poet, was born in 1903. NAACP held first conference (as the Na-
tional Negro Committee) in 1909.
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Ethel Hall   
Distinguished educator, Dr. Ethel Hall, has the distinction of being the first African 
American to serve as Vice President of the Alabama State Board of Education, a posi-
tion that she held for ten consecutive terms.  Hall is also the longest serving member 
of the current board, having represented board district 4 for the past 23 years. In 2004, 
Hall declined to be named as vice president again and the board honored her with the 
title of Vice President Emerita.

A native of Decatur, Ala., Hall is known as an advocate for students as well as educa-
tors statewide.  As a member of the state board, she has served with integrity and has 
been described as a member who always “does her homework” when deciding on key issues.

Hall has a bachelor’s degree from Alabama A&M University, master’s degrees from the 
University of Chicago and Atlanta University, and a doctorate degree from the Uni-
versity of Alabama.  She has taught in the public school systems in Hale and Jefferson 
counties.  She was also an associate professor at the University of Montevallo and the 
University of Alabama.

Also known as a dedicated community servant, Hall is a member of the board of direc-
tors of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, the National Conference of Community 
and Justice, the Women’s Exchange, Birmingham Museum of Art, and the Alabama Ar-
chives and History Foundation.  She has also held positions with the Education Commis-
sion of the States, the Governor’s Commission on Instructional Improvement and Aca-
demic Excellence, and the National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future. Hall 
is the recipient of more than 200 honors and awards including being named by the “Bir
mingham Business Journal” as one of the Top Ten Women Making a Difference and in 
1999 was awarded the NASBE Distinguished Service Award by the National Association 
of State Boards of Education. 

Hall was married to the late Alfred Hall for 55 years.

Dr. Ethel Hall, has the distinction of being the first African American 
to serve as Vice President of the Alabama State Board of Education.



JUNE

 
Sojourner Truth began her anti-slavery 
activist career in 1843.

T. Thomas Fortune, journalist, died in 
1928. 

Wesley A. Brown became the first Black 
graduate of Annapolis Naval Academy 
in 1949.

Arna Bontemps, writer and educator, 
died in 1973.

In 1955, Martin Luther King Jr. was 
awarded his doctorate from Boston 
University. 

Congress of Racial Equality founded in 
1942.

Pulitzer Prize winning poet Gwendolyn 
Brooks was born in 1917.

Supreme Court banned segregation in 
Washington, D.C. restaurants in 1953.

Meta-Vaux Warick Fuller, sculptor, was 
born in 1877.

Hattie McDaniel, first Black person to 
win an Oscar (for Best Supporting Ac-
tress in ‘Gone With The Wind,’ 1940), 
was born in 1898.

Hazel Dorothy Scott, classical pianist 
and singer, was born in 1920.

Medger Evers, civil rights activist, was 
assassinated in 1963.

Thurgood Marshall was appointed to 
U.S. Supreme Court in 1967

Harold D. West was named president of 
Meharry Medical College, 1952.

Errol Garner, singer and musician, was 
born in 1923.

Denmark Vesey led slave rebellion in 
South Carolina in 1822.

Thomas Ezekiel Miller, congressman, 
was born in 1849.

Nannie Burroughs founded National 
Training School for Women, 1909.

Tennessee University opens as Tennes-
see A&T State College in 1912.

Dr. Lloyd A. Hall, pioneer in food 
chemistry, was born in 1894. 

Arthur Ashe, tennis champion, led 
UCLA to NCAA tennis championship, 
1965.

Joe Louis became youngest world 
heavyweight boxing champion in 1937.

Track star Wilma Rudolph was born in 
1909.

John R. Lynch became first African 
American to preside over deliberations 
of a national political party in 1884.

Joe Louis defeated Primo Carnera at 
Yankee Stadium in 1935.

James Weldon Johnson died in 1938. Paul Laurence Dunbar, poet and nov-
elist, was born in 1872.

Organization for Afro-American Unity 
founded in 1964.

James Van Der Zee, photographer, was 
born in Lenox, MA in 1886.

Lena Horne, actress, vocalist and activ-
ist, was born in 1917.
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Billie Jean Young   
Billie Jean Young is Artist-In-Residence on the faculty of Judson College in Marion, Ala-
bama.  The talented Choctaw County native, born July 21, 1947, is poet, author, actor, activ-
ist, and educator, and has spent a lifetime merging her various talents into a unique and 
multi-faceted career focused on the Civil Rights Movement, rural women and Alabama 
Blackbelt life. Billie Jean Young was educated in the public schools of Choctaw County.  She 
is a graduate of Judson College and she holds a Juris Doctorate from Samford University’s 
Cumberland School of Law.  

Young is a prolific writer.  Her book of poems, Fear Not the Fall,(2004) includes her one-
woman play, Fannie Lou Hamer:  This Little Light… which Young has performed for twenty 
seven years throughout the U.S.,  and abroad on four continents. Her newest book  entitled, 
Now How You Do? A Memoir (2010)  is a book of letters written by an Alabama woman, Susie 
M. Young, to her daughters.  The letters cover a span of thirty years and provide a running 
commentary on life in the impoverished Alabama Blackbelt.  Besides her best known play 
about Mississippi freedom fighter  Fannie Lou Hamer,  Young has written and directed several 
other plays with Civil Rights Movement heroes, among them:  Jimmy Lee (2009) which com-
memorates the contributions of Jimmie Lee Jackson of Perry County, and Oh, Mary, Don’t You 
Weep:  the Margaret Ann Knott Legacy, (2007) which memorializes the martydom of Marga-
ret Ann Knott of Choctaw County. 

Prior to her tenure at Judson, Young served with distinction in the Department of Speech 
and Dramatic Art at Jackson State University before returning to her native Alabama 
which she loves. She has toiled equally as an activist and servant leader and began her early 
career for the Southwest Alabama Farmers Cooperative Association helping small farmers 
receive a fare price for their crops.  She went on to become a founder of two women’s organi-
zation, the Southern Rural Women’s Network and the Southwest Alabama Association of 
Rural and Minority Women.  Later, she became founding chairwoman of the Rural Develop-
ment Leadership Network which educates and credentials rural people who want to earn a 
master’s degree in development.
 
A 1984 recipient of the prestigious MacArthur Fellows Award, Young also received the Con-
gressional Black Caucus’ On the Road to Freedom Award  when she led a pilgrimage from 
Alabama to Boston to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Fannie Lou Hamer’s historic 
1964 speech before the Democratic National Convention. She received the Mississippi 
Governor’s Award for Artistic Achievement in 1994. 

In her life and work, Young -  poet, author, actor, activist, and educator - seeks to heed her 
own admonition: “We cannot entrust our stories to anyone else’s telling.  We must tell them 
ourselves, we must be the preservers of our own truths.” 

“  We must tell them ourselves, we must be the preservers of our own truths.” 



JULY

Carl Lewis, athlete, was born in 1961. Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed. 
Thurgood Marshall was born in 1908.

First African American baseball player 
in the major leagues, Jackie Robinson, 
was named to Baseball Hall of Fame in 
1962.

Tuskegee Institute established in 1881. Arthur Ashe won the men’s Wimbledon 
singles championship in 1975.

Althea Gibson won Wimbledon in 1957. Margaret Walker, writer, was born in 
1915.

Venus Williams wins Wimbledon in 
2000.

Mary McLeod Bethune, educator, was 
born in 1875.

Civil rights activist W.E.B. Dubois 
founded the Niagara Movement in 
1905.

Bill Cosby, entertainer, was born in 
1937.

Continental Congress excluded slavery 
from Northwest Territory in 1787.

George Washington Carver National 
Monument dedicated in Joplin, MO in 
1951.

Pompey Lamb, noted spy, aids the 
American Revolutionary War effort, 
1779.

V. A. Johnson, first Black female to 
argue before the U.S. Supreme Court, 
was born in 1882.

Billie Holliday, singer, died in 1959. Lemuel Hayes, first Black Congrega-
tionalist  minister, was born in 1753.

Patricia R. Harris named Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare in 1979.

First U.S. victory in Korea was won by 
African American troops in the 24th In-
fantry Regiment, in 1950.

The 14th Amendment was ratified in 
1868. 
Billy Jean Young was born in 1947.

Abraham Lincoln read the first draft of 
the Emancipation Proclamation to his 
cabinet in 1861.

Louis Tompkins Wright, physician, was 
born in 1924.

Mary Church Terrell, educator, died in 
1954.

Garrett T. Morgan, inventor of the gas 
mask, rescued six people from a gas 
filled tunnel in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1916.

President Truman banned discrimina-
tion in the armed services in 1948.

Inventor A.P. Abourne was awarded 
patent for refining coconut oil in 1880.

The 14th Amendment was adopted in 
1868.

The first National Convention of Black 
Women was held in Boston in 1895.

Adam Clayton Powell Jr., activist and 
politician, was elected congressman 
from Harlem in 1945.

Whitney Young, an executive director 
of the National Urban League, was born 
in 1921.
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Hank Aaron    
Hank Aaron, born February 5, 1934 in Mobile, Alabama, is Senior Vice President of At-
lanta National League Baseball Club, Inc.   
 
At the age of fifteen, Aaron had his first tryout with an MLB franchise, the Brooklyn 
Dodgers; however, he did not make the team. Aaron later joined the Mobile Black Bears, 
an independent Negro league team. His minor league career began on November 20, 1951, 
when baseball scout Ed Scott signed Aaron to a contract on behalf of the Indianapolis 
Clowns.

AaronAaron enjoyed a 23-year major league career during which he rewrote baseball’s hitting 
record book.  He held more major league batting records than any other player in the 
game’s history, including most home runs, lifetime, 755 and most runs batted in, lifetime, 
2,297.   On May 17, 1970, Aaron became the first player to compile both 3,000 career hits 
and more than 500 homers.  Along with Frank Robinson, Aaron was inducted into the 
Hall of Fame at Cooperstown, NY, on August 1, 1982.

Mr.Mr. Aaron is a long-time fast food franchisee, including Popeye’s, Burger King, and 
Krispy Kreme. 
 
AaronAaron sits on the board of Retail Ventures, Inc., Medallion Financial Corporation, the 
Atlanta Braves and Atlanta Falcons.  He is a member of the Board of Governors for 
Boys and Girls Clubs of America and is a member of the Board of Councilors at the 
Carter Center.  With his wife Billye, he is the founder of the Hank Aaron Chasing the 
Dream Foundation.  Aaron has received numerous civic awards, including the Medal of 
Freedom, awarded by President Bush, and the Presidential Citizens Medal, awarded by 
President Clinton.

Hank Aaron held more major league batting records than any other player 
in the game’s history.



AUGUST

Whitney Young named executive direc-
tor of the National Urban League in 
1961.  
Benjamin E. Mays was born in 1895.

James Baldwin, writer, was born in 
1924.

 
The Congress of African Peoples con-
vention was held in Atlanta in 1970.

“Long” John Woodruff won an Olympic 
gold medal in the 800-meter run in 
1936.

Edwin Moses and Evelyn Ashford won 
gold medals in Olympic track & field in 
1984.

Voting Rights Act signed by President 
Johnson in 1965.

Ralph J. Bunche, diplomat and first Afri-
can American winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, was born in 1904.

Matthew A. Henson, explorer and first 
to reach the North Pole, was born in 
1865.

Jesse Owens won four Olympic gold 
medals in 1936.

Clarence C. White, composer and vio-
linist, died in 1880.

Thaddeus Stevens, abolitionist, died in 
1868.

Frederick Douglass’ home in Washing-
ton D.C. was declared a national shrine 
in 1922.

Baltimore "Afro-American" Newspaper 
was founded in 1892. 

Ernest Everett Just, scientist, was born 
in 1883.

Liberia established by freed American 
slaves in 1824.

Louis Lomax, author, was born in 1922. Marcus Garvey was born in 1887. The first African American admitted to 
the University of Mississippi, James 
Meredith, graduated in 1963.

Benjamin Banneker published his first 
Almanac in 1791.

Richard Allen chaired the first National 
Negro Convention in Philadelphia in 
1830.

William “Count” Basie, jazz pianist and 
musician, was born in 1904.

John Lee Hooker, blues singer and gui-
tarist, was born in 1917.

National Negro Business League 
founded in 1900.

Edith Sampson was appointed first Afri-
can American delegate to the United 
Nations by Harry S. Truman, in 1950.

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters or-
ganized in 1925.

William Dawson elected Black Demo-
cratic Party vice-presidential candidate 
in 1943.

W.E.B. DuBois died in 1963.

March on Washington in 1963. Charlie “Bird” Parker, jazz musician, was 
born in Kansas City in 1920.

Lt. Col. Guion S. Bluford Jr. became the 
first African American astronaut in 
space in 1983.

Eldridge Cleaver was born in 1935.
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Mae Jemison     
Dr. Jemison’s remarkable life, in addition to being a doctor, engineer, scientist, academic, en-
trepreneur, and public intellectual, includes six years with NASA as a space shuttle astro-
naut during which she became the first woman of color in the world to go into space.  Prior 
to joining NASA in 1987, she served as the Area Peace Corps Medical Officer for Sierra Leone 
and Liberia in West Africa. As an astronaut, Jemison had assignments as a liaison between 
the astronaut corps and launch operations at Kennedy Space Center, served on the human 
research protocol board, testing the software that operates the shuttle and flew aboard 
the Space Shuttle Endeavour Spacelab Japan mission—the first joint mission with the Japa-
nese Space Agency.  Jemison resigned from NASA in 1993 and founded the technology con-
sulting firm, The Jemison Group, Inc., to consider socio- cultural impacts when designing 
technologies. As an Environmental Studies professor at Dartmouth College from 1995 
through 2001, she taught courses on sustainable development and technology design. Her 
latest business venture, BioSentient Corporation, focuses on physiological monitoring to im-
prove health and human performance. 

A strong, committed voice for science literacy, in 1994 Jemison founded the international sci-
ence camp The Earth We Share™ for students 12-16 years old. In her book Find Where the 
Wind Goes, she writes for teenagers about growing up on the south side of Chicago, culti-
vating her aspiration to be a scientist and professional dancer, her experiences as a medical 
student in Africa, and her history-making journey into space. Jemison was an A.D. White 
Professor-at-Large at Cornell University and is a member of several Fortune 500 corporate 
boards; Jemison is a member of the National Academy of Sciences’ Institute of Medicine, an in
ductee of National Women’s Hall of Fame and the National Medical Association Hall of 
Fame, and winner of the Kilby Science Award. In 1993 she was chosen one of People Magazine’s 
“World’s 50 Most Beautiful People” and in 1999 in the White House Project Straw Poll she 
was voted as one of the top seven women leaders most likely to become President of the 
United States. 

Dr. Jemison entered Stanford University at the age of sixteen on a scholarship and gradu-
ated with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering and a B.A. in African and Afro-American studies.  
She subsequently earned her M.D. at Cornell University. Dr. Jemison resides in Houston and 
lives with her four cats Dallas, Sapphire, Nathan and LeShawn. Jemison has also appeared in 
documentaries on space flight as well as her African-American roots and hosted the televi-
sion series “ World of Wonder”.  A Star Trek fan in her youth –Nichelle Nichols, aka Lt. 
Uhura, is one of her best friends now – she played a role in an episode in the series’ popular 
sequel, Star Trek: The Next Generation.  In keeping with her track record of distinction, Dr. 
Mae Jemison is the only "real" astronaut ever to appear on the series. 

The first woman of color in the world to go into space.



SEPTEMBER

General Daniel “Chappie” James Jr. was 
named Commander-in-Chief of the 
North American Air Defense Command 
in 1975.

Frank Robinson, professional baseball 
player, named MVP of the American 
League, 1966.

Charles Houston, NAACP leader, was 
born in 1895.

Louis Latimer, inventor and engineer, 
was born in 1848.

George Washington Murray was 
elected to Congress from South Caro-
lina in 1895.

The National Black Convention met in 
Cleveland in 1848.

Integration in public schools began in 
Washington, D.C. and Baltimore in 
1954.

Althea Gibson became the first African 
American athlete to win a U.S. national 
tennis championship in 1957.

Carter G. Woodson founded the Asso-
ciation for the Study of Negro Life and 
History in 1915.

Mordecai Johnson, first Black president 
of Howard University, died in 1976. 

“Duke” Ellington won Spingarn Medal 
for his musical achievements in 1959.

Jackie Robinson, first Black baseball 
player in the major leagues, was named 
National League Rookie of the Year in 
1947.

Alain L. Locke, philosopher and first 
Black Rhodes Scholar, was born in 1886.

U.S. Cabinet member Constance Baker 
Motley was born in 1921.

Dr. Mae Jemison became first African 
American female astronaut in space in 
1992.

Claude A. Barnett, founder of the Asso-
ciated Negro Press, was born in 1889.

United States Constitution signed in 
1787.

Booker T. Washington delivered “At-
lanta Compromise” address in 1895.

Atlanta University was founded in 
1865.

First episode of ‘The Cosby Show’ aired 
in 1984.

F.W. Leslie, inventor, patented the en-
velope seal in 1891.

Ralph Bunch awarded Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1950. 

John Coltrane, innovative and famed 
jazz musician, was born in 1926.

Nine African American students inte-
grated Little Rock High School in 1957.

Barbara W. Hancock became the first 
African American woman named a 
White House fellow, 1974.

Bessie Smith, blues singer, died in 1937. ‘Memphis Blues’ published in 1912. ‘Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the 
World’, was published in 1929.

Hugh Mulzac, the first African American 
captain of a U.S. merchant ship, 
launched with the 'Booker T. Washing-
ton' in 1942.

Johnny Mathis, singer, was born in 
1935.
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Regina Benjamin      
Regina M. Benjamin, MD, MBA is the 18th Surgeon General of the United States Public 
Health Service. As America’s Doctor, she provides the public with the best scientific informa-
tion available on how to improve their health and the health of the nation. Dr. Benjamin 
also oversees the operational command of 6,500 uniformed health officers who serve in loca-
tions around the world to promote, protect, and advance the health of the American People.
Dr. Benjamin is Founder and Former CEO of the Bayou La Batre Rural Health Clinic in Ala-
bama, former Associate Dean for Rural Health at the University of South Alabama College 
of Medicine in Mobile, and immediate Past Chair of the Federation of State Medical Boards 
of the United States. In 1995, she was the first physician under age 40 and the first African-
American woman to be elected to the American Medical Association Board of Trustees. She 
served as President of the American Medical Association Education and Research Founda-
tion and Chair of the AMA Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs (CEJA). In 2002 she 
became President of the Medical Association State of Alabama, making her the first African 
American female president of a State Medical Society in the United States.

Dr. Benjamin has a BS in chemistry from Xavier University, New Orleans; MD degree from the 
University of Alabama, Birmingham; an MBA from Tulane University and eleven Honorary 
Doctorates. She attended Morehouse School of Medicine and completed her family medicine 
residency in Macon, Ga. She established a clinic in a small fishing village in Alabama to help 
its uninsured residents. Dr. Benjamin persevered through Hurricane Georges in 1998, Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005, and a devastating fire in 2006, often putting up her own money to cover 
expenses. She also became nationally prominent for her business acumen and humane ap-
proach to preventive medicine.

Dr. Benjamin is a member of the National Academy of Science’s Institute of Medicine, and a 
Fellow of the American Academy of Family Physicians. She was a Kellogg National Fellow 
and a Rockefeller Next Generation Leader. Some of her numerous board memberships include 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, 
Catholic Health Association, and Morehouse School of Medicine.

In 1998 Dr Benjamin was the United States recipient of the Nelson Mandela Award for 
Health and Human Rights. She was named by Time Magazine as one of the “Nation’s 50 Future 
Leaders Under Age 40.” She was featured in a New York Times article, “Angel in a White 
Coat,” in People Magazine, on the December 1999 cover of Clarity Magazine and was on the 
January 2003 cover of Reader’s Digest. She was also “Person of the Week” on ABC’s World 
News Tonight with Peter Jennings, and “Woman of the Year’ by CBS This Morning. She re-
ceived the 2000 National Caring Award which was inspired by Mother Teresa, received the 
papalpapal honor Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice from Pope Benedict XVI and was awarded a MacArthur 
Genius Award Fellowship. 

As America’s Doctor, she provides the public with the best scientific infor-
mation available on how to improve their health and the health of the nation. 



OCTOBER
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8
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Colin Powell was appointed first Afri-
can American chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in 1989.

Thurgood Marshall was sworn in, be-
coming the first African American Su-
preme Court Justice in 1967.

Nat King Cole was the first Black per-
former to host his own television show 
in 1956.

National Black Convention met in Syra-
cuse, N.Y. in 1864.

Congresswoman Yvonne Burke was 
born in 1932.

Fisk Jubilee Singers began national 
tour in 1871.

Toni Morrison became first African 
American to win Nobel Prize in litera-
ture.

Jesse Jackson was born in 1941.

O.B. Clare patented the rail trestle in 
1888.

Singer Ben Vereen was born in 1946. A. Miles patented the elevator in 1887. Richard (“Dick”) Gregory was born in 
1932.

Arna W. Bontemps, noted poet, was 
born in 1902.

Martin Luther King, Jr. awarded Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964.

Clarence Thomas confirmed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1992. 

John Brown led attack on Harper’s 
Ferry in 1859.

Capital Savings Bank opened in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1888. 
Mae Jemison was born in 1956.

Novelist Terry McMillan was born in 
1951.

The U.S. Navy was opened to African 
American women in 1944. 

John Merrick organized North Carolina 
Mutual Life Insurance Company in 
1898.

“Dizzy” Gillespie was born in Cheraw, 
S.C. in 1917.

Clarence S. Green became the first Afri-
can American certified in neurological 
surgery.

The NAACP petitioned the United Na-
tions about racial injustice in 1947.

Jackie Robinson died in 1972. Benjamin O. Davis became the first Afri-
can American general in the U.S.  Army 
in 1940.

Inventor T. Marshall patented the fire 
extinguisher in 1872.  
Regina Benjamin was born in 1956.

D. B. Downing, inventor, patented his 
street letter box in 1891.

Founder of The Underground Railroad, 
Levi Coffin, was born in 1798.

The Supreme Court ordered end to seg-
regation in schools “at once” in 1969. 
Vonetta Flowers was born 1973.

Richard Arrington was elected the first 
Black mayor of Birmingham, Ala., in 
1979.

Ethel Waters, actress and singer, was 
born in 1900.
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Vonetta Flowers       
Vonetta Flowers was born October 29, 1973 in Birmingham, Alabama. Vonetta holds the 
honor of being the first person of African descent (male or female) from any country to win 
a GOLD medal in the Winter Olympics!
 
AtAt the early age of nine, Vonetta started her Winter Olympic road to gold, but it was in a 
Summer Olympic sport.  She was recruited as a track athlete and over the next ten years 
Vonetta won almost every race she entered. While in high school, in addition to track and 
field she also participated in volleyball and basketball.
 
InIn 1992 Vonetta graduated from P.D. Jackson Olin High School and became the first in her 
family to attend college, when she accepted a Track and Field scholarship to the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham. By the time she graduated, Vonetta was one of the university's 
most decorated athletes, with 35 conference titles and victories in the Penn Relays and The 
Olympic Festival, and its first Seven-Time All-American.
 
VonettaVonetta competed in both the 1996 and 2000, US Summer Olympic Trials, but was unsuccess-
ful in her quest to earn a spot on the team.  She hoped to have an outstanding performance 
at the 2000 Olympic Trials, but a few months before the trials began, Vonetta found herself 
lying on a hospital bed getting ready for her 5th surgery in 8 years. After a disappointing per-
formance at the 2000 trials, Vonetta felt it was time to retire from Track and Field, with 
hopes of starting a family.
 
Two days after the 2000 Olympic Trials ended, Vonetta's husband, Johnny, spotted a flyer 
urging Track and Field athletes to tryout for the U.S. bobsled team.  Johnny had also been 
an outstanding Track and Field athlete, and after several hours of joking back and forth 
about trying out for the bobsled team Johnny was ready to go. Shortly after the competition 
started, Johnny pulled his hamstring, and Vonetta agreed to live out his dream by complet-
ing the six-item bobsled test. That unselfish act would quickly change their lives.
 
Less than 2 months after stepping in for Johnny, Vonetta was competing for the U.S. in 
bobsled. Vonetta's Track and Field background was an advantage in bobsled, and she quickly 
became the #1 brake woman in the U.S. By the end of her rookie season, Vonetta and her team-
mate, Bonny Warner, were ranked 2nd in the US and 3rd in the world.
 
A year later Vonetta and her new partner, Jill Bakken, slid into history by winning the Gold 
Medal at the inaugural Women's Olympic bobsled event, which was the 1st medal for a U.S. 
bobsled team in 46 years!

Vonetta holds the honor of being the first person of African descent (male or 
female) from any country to win a Gold medal in the Winter Olympics!



NOVEMBER

First issue of Ebony published in 1945. 
First issue of Crisis published in 1910.

 
President Ronald Reagan signed law 
designating the third Monday in Janu-
ary Martin Luther King Jr. Day in 1983.

South Carolina State College was 
established in 1896.

T. Elkins patented the refrigerating ap-
paratus in 1879.

Walter E. Washington elected Mayor of 
Washington, D.C. in 1974.

Absalom Jones, minister, was born in 
1746.

David Dinkins elected first Black Mayor 
of New York City in 1989.

Edward W. Brooke was elected first 
Black U.S. Senator (R- Mass.) in 85 years 
in 1966.

Benjamin Banneker, surveyor, was born 
in 1731.

Andrew Hatcher was named Associate 
Press Secretary to President John F. 
Kennedy, becoming the first Black 
Press Secretary in 1960. 

Nat Turner, leader of a Virginia slave 
revolt, was hanged in 1831.

In 1775, General George Washington 
issued an order, later rescinded, which 
forbade recruiting officers to enlist 
Blacks.

Dwight Gooden won baseball’s Cy 
Young Award in 1985.

 Booker T. Washington died in 1915. In 1979, the Nobel Prize in economics 
was awarded to Professor Arthur Lewis 
of Princeton.

“Father of the Blues,” W.C. Handy, was 
born in Florence, Ala. in 1873.

Omega Psi Phi was founded on the 
campus of Howard University in 1911. 

Abolitionist and orator Sojourner Truth 
was born in 1787.

Roy Campanella was named the Na-
tional League MVP for the second time 
in 1953.

Garrett T. Morgan patented the traffic 
signal in 1923.

Shaw University was founded in 1865. Alrutheus A. Taylor, teacher and histo-
rian, was born in 1893.

J.L. Love put patents on the pencil 
sharpener in 1897.

Scott Joplin, composer, born in 1868. Luther “Bill” Robinson, dancer, died in 
1949.

Sojourner Truth, evangelist, died in 
1883.

Richard Wright, author, died in 1960. Ernie Davis became the first African 
American to win the Heisman Trophy in 
1961.

Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 
was born in 1908.

Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm was 
born in 1924.
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George Washington Carver      

A slave who emerged as one of the world’s most renowned figures in agricultural chem-
istry, George Washington Carver was born near Diamond Grove, Missouri, in 1864, on a 
plantation. His early life was filled with events that would help him throughout his 
life.  Due to an illness as an infant, Carver worked mostly alongside Susan Carver, his 
former owner’s wife, acquiring skills of laundering, gardening, and other housework 
activities.  His laundry skills became his source of income during the years of his educa-
tional journey, and his early gardening experiences laid the foundation for his future 
career in agriculture. 

After receiving a certificate of Merit in 1876 from a school for blacks in Neosho, Mis-
souri, he proceeded to another school in Minneapolis, Kansas, where he received his di-
ploma.  In 1890 he enrolled in Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa, where he would study 
music and art. However, Carver believed that his mission from God was to become a 
teacher for people of his race. With this goal in mind, he decided it was best to change 
his educational focus from the arts to the sciences to better benefit his students in so-
ciety. He enrolled in the State Agricultural College in Ames, Iowa (presently Iowa 
State University), where he was the first black to attend the college. From the college 
he acquired both his bachelor’s (1894) and master’s (1896) degrees.   

In 1896 he accepted an invitation from Booker T. Washington to become a staff member 
at Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute in Alabama.  At Tuskegee, Carver held the 
title of Director of the Department of Agriculture and was authorized to serve as Di-
rector of the Agricultural Experiment Station by the Alabama Legislature.  It was at 
Tuskegee that his career reached its pinnacle and he became widely known. In addition 
to teaching, Carver conducted wide-ranging research on soil building, cotton-grow-
ing, and the usage of the peanut, sweet potatoes, and many other southern plants.  From 
his research, he invented over 300 products from peanuts, 100 products from sweet pota-
toes, and several other products from Alabama clay and cotton.  

Carver continued his career at Tuskegee until his death on January 5, 1943. Carver 
once said that, “No individual has any right to come into the world and go out of it 
without leaving behind him distinct and legitimate reason for having passed through 
it.” His genius and perseverance certainly helped him to fulfill this quote.

“No individual has any right to come into the world and go out of it without leaving 
behind him distinct and legitimate reason for having passed through it.”

Photograph Courtesy of Tuskegee University Archives
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Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat 
on a public bus in 1955.

Historian Charles Wesley was born in 
1891.

First issue of North Star newspaper 
published in 1847. 

American Anti-Slavery Society orga-
nized in 1833.

Mary McLeod Bethune, educator, 
founded National Council of Negro 
Women, 1935.

In 1971 Lewis Franklin Powell was con-
firmed as U.S. Supreme Court justice.

Lester Granger was named executive 
director of the National Urban League 
in 1941.

Entertainer, Sammy Davis Jr., was born 
in 1925. 

Entertainer, Redd Foxx, was born in 
1925. 

Ralph J. Bunche becomes the first Black 
person awarded a Nobel Peace Prize in 
1950.

P.B.S. Pinchback became the first Afri-
can American governor of an American 
state, Louisiana, in 1872.

Joseph H. Rainey (S.C.) first African 
American elected to Congress in 1870.

First Black women complete officer 
training for the WAVES in 1944.

Congressman John Langston was born 
in 1829.

Maggie Lena Walker, banker, died in 
1934.

Andrew Young of Georgia was named 
ambassador and chief delegate to the 
United Nations in 1976.

Noble Sissle, lyricist and bandleader, 
died in 1975.

The 13th Amendment was ratified in 
1865.

Carter G. Woodson, historian, was born 
in 1875.

South Carolina seceded from the Union 
in 1860.

Motown Records was established in 
1959 by Berry Gordy Jr.

Historian, and author of "Destruction of 
Black Civilization", Dr. Chancellor Wil-
liams was born in 1898.

Alice H. Parker patented the gas heat-
ing furnace in 1919.

Irwin C. Mollison, the first African 
American Judge of the Customs Court 
was born in 1898.

In 1971, Rev. Jesse Jackson organized 
Operation PUSH (People United to Save 
Humanity).

In 1924, DeFord Bailey Sr. became the 
first African American to perform on 
the Grand Ole Opry.

Pioneer of blood plasma research, Dr. 
Charles Richard Drew, established a 
blood bank in New York City in 1941.

Earl “Fatha” Hines, famed jazz musician 
and father of modern jazz piano, was 
born in 1905.

Thomas Bradley was born in 1917. Blues composer and singer Bo Diddas 
born in 1928.

Odetta Felious Gordon, folk singer and 
activist, was born in 1930.
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